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“JUSTICE IS THE SINEW THAT HOLDS =

A CIVILIZED SOCIETY TOGEZHER, AS
LEGAL ADVOCATES, IT IS WHAT WE
DO,WHEN WE ARE AT OUR BEST.” ./:

£ + JUDGE RICHARD B. TEITELMAN
SUPREME COURT OF MISSOURI
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_ -REGARDLESS OF RACE, GENDER,

“)JUSTICE MEANS EACH PERSON, -

ECONOMIC STATUS OR ANYy
OTHER FACTORS, HAVING EQUAL _
ACGESS TO THE PROTECTIONS z,__u
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A MESSAGE FROM DICK HALLIBURTON — EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 1987-2008

Richard Halliburton

This is the forty-third year LAWMO has
provided quality legal assistance to the low-
income families of western Missouri and the
thirty-eighth year | have been a part of this
outstanding organization. For the past twenty
years | have had the privilege of serving as
LAWMO's Executive Director and writing this
message each year. With my recent retirement
this will be my final contribution to this annual
report but not my last to LAWMO.

Our greatest challenge continues to be the
persistence of grinding poverty. It is a condition
that brings with it a host of ills: inadequate
nutrition and health care, physical and mental
disabilities, substandard or nonexistent
housing, domestic violence and related child
custody disagreements, and consumer abuses to
name the most prevalent we see. And attached
to each of these is a legal problem that can
most fairly be resolved only with the assistance
of a legal professional. As long as poverty resists
our efforts to end it, so will the legal problems
of those caught in its grasp. But these problems
need not and must not be unresolvable for lack
of legal assistance. This has been the mission

4 | 2007 LEGAL AID OF WESTERN MISSOURI — REDEFINING JUSTICE

and work of LAWMO since its creation in
1964.

The dream of all of us in this work is one

day to see the elimination of poverty in this
country. My hope is that at least in western
Missouri LAWMO's advocacy will play an
expanding role in moving us toward that day
by meeting the increasing legal needs of all our
low-income population.

To be leaving the organization fiscally sound
and in the hands of such a committed staff of
both experienced experts and the well qualified
next LAWMO generation is gratifying. Add

to that the countless contributions of our
thousands of supporters — our board and
annual campaign committee members, grantors
and generous donors, attorney and other
volunteers, and elected officials at all levels —
and I know we can realize our vision of equal
opportunity and equal Justice for All.
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THE URBAN CORE ESTATE PLANNING PROJECT

HELPS PRESERVE NEIGHBORHOODS BY PREPARING
BENEFICIARY DEEDS FOR LOW-INCOME HOMEOWNERS
SO THEIR HOMES PASS TO THE INTENDED
BENEFICIARIES WHEN THEY DIE.
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JAMES

James* is a 68-year-old man who had done construction work
throughout his career and was particularly talented at tile work. He
owned his home, near Swope Park in Kansas City, free and clear.
Unfortunately, he contracted severe arthritis, which stopped him from
working. Due to loss of income from his disability, James had been
unable to pay his real estate taxes for his home and the county had
scheduled a tax sale of his home. James called LAWMO 14 days
before the day of the tax sale.

A LAWMO attorney negotiated an installment contract with the county,
which allowed James to make small monthly payments to catch up on
his real estate taxes. It also allowed the tax sale to be postponed. A
second LAWMO attorney then counseled James about the benefits
and consequences of a reverse mortgage, which would allow him to
use part of the equity in his home to pay off his tax debt, as well as to
pay other expenses. James decided to get a reverse mortgage, which
allowed him to pay off all of his taxes, get his roof repaired and have
painting work done on the outside of his house.

LAWMO also advised James that, as a low-income senior citizen, he
was entitled to a refund of Missouri property taxes that he had paid for
the last three years. James's LAWMO attorney also helped him prepare
the paperwork for his tax credit application. This allowed James a total
refund of $2,250. A Volunteer Attorney Project attorney prepared a
beneficiary deed for James, which will allow title to his house fo pass
to his intended beneficiary upon his death.

Thus, with the help of LAWMO, James was able to save his house, have
needed repairs done, obtain the tax credits to which he was entitled
and make sure that the deed to his house would pass as he wishes
when he dies.

*NOT CLIENT'S REAL NAME OR PHOTO
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A NATIONAL STUDY CITES LEGAL AID AS THE SINGLE
MOST IMPORTANT FACTOR IN REDUCING DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE AND ACCESS TO LEGAL SERVICES AS ONE
OF THE PRIMARY FACTORS THAT CAUSES A DECREASE
IN THE REPORTED INCIDENCE OF DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE.
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CAROL

Carol* had been stalked and harassed for several weeks by Eddie, an
ex-boyfriend. One evening while Carol was picking up her mail from her
road-side mailbox after returning home late from work, Eddie jumped
out from some nearby bushes and hit her in the face with his fist. Carol
kicked at him and he ran off. In an effort to stop the abuse, Carol filed
for an adult order of protection.

LAWMO represented Carol at her hearing. Eddie produced three alibi
witnesses who testified that he was 40 miles away playing cards at the
time of the alleged assauit. The LAWMO attorney had invoked the rule
on witnesses, requiring that the witnesses wait outside the courtroom
while the other witnesses were testifying. As a result, the witnesses’
testimony was contradictory. Additionally, the LAWMO attorney
discovered a previously filed adult protection order case in which one
of the alibi witnesses (Eddie’'s current girlfriend) made allegations of
extreme physical abuse against her by Eddie. The LAWMO attorney
used the alibi witness's sworn petition to impeach her with regard to
her trial testimony about Eddie's “gentle nature.” The court took the
matter under advisement and entered a full order of protection in favor
of Carol.

*NOT CLIENT'S REAL NAME OR PHOTO
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Dustice has many
meanings, lout For fhe
woman suffering the
injustice of albuse, \usfice
means a new lbefinning.
The realizafion of one's own
worth. The ability fo Feel
safe and the strenyth fo
start over in spife of all

life's olosfacles.”

+fichele Bailey
LAWA0 *n&«&m.dq;

The project assists low-income clients and
underserved groups with a wide range of public and
private housing issues, from improper evictions to
uninhabitable housing conditions and raising the
public’s awareness of housing availability. Additional
services offered include screening of all clients to
determine eligibility for public and subsidized housing
and further counseling to eligible clients on housing

availabilicy.

HOUSING AUTHORITY IN RECEIVERSHIP

The transformation of public housing in Kansas
City began in 1989, when a LAWMO attorney
filed a lawsuit in Federal District Court on behalf
of tenants against the Housing Authority of Kansas
City, Missouri (HAKC). The suit alleged that
HAKC’s failure to maintain and repair the

Theron B. Watkins housing development
constituted de facto demolition of the development,
allowing the development to deteriorate and
become obsolete. HAKC's actions violated laws
that require housing authorities to obtain approval
from the Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) before demolishing or
disposing of a public housing project.

As a result of the lawsuit, in 1991 HAKC and HUD
entered into a Consent Decree that provided for

the complete renovation of the Theron B. Watkins
development and the desegregation of public housing
in Kansas City, Missouri. However, in May of 1992
HAKC violated the Decree. At the same time,
vacancy rates and deterioration of all the HAKC
properties continued to increase. HAKC's violations
of the Decree continued into 1993.

12 | 2007 LEGAL AID OF WESTERN MISSOURI — REDEFINING JUSTICE

As a result of LAWMO's effort to enforce the
Court’s Decree, the Court ordered that the HAKC
be placed in receivership because it had not
complied with the Consent Decree and because

the Court found that HAKC was incapable of
managing its properties. The Court also ordered

the renovation of all HAKC's properties and the
preservation of its resources resulting in one-for-one
replacement of units sold or demolished.

A tenant organization, the Public Housing Resident
Council (PHRC), was formed and has assisted

the LAWMO attorney in monitoring all policies,
procedures, and operations and the construction
and development of HAKC’s properties. When the
Court placed the HAKC into receivership, it had a
housing occupancy rate of 43% and the conditions
of many of its apartments were deplorable. The
HAKC now has a 97% occupancy rate and its
apartments provide high-quality, safe and affordable
housing for hundreds of low-income people.

Under receivership, HAKC has become a model
public housing authority cited by HUD as a
housing authority to emulate.

PUBLIC BENEFITS/

INCOME MAINTENANCE

One of LAWMO’s primary interests is to keep low-
income people connected to services that allow them

to live healthy, safe lives. LAWMO represents disabled
clients of all ages seeking public benefits that allow them
to obtain medical care, food and 2 minimal level of
income. Families with children are also represented to
help them gain access to those same basic benefits as well
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PRESERVING AFFORDABLE HOUSING — IN THE TRENCHES

Long-time LAWMO client Westside Housing Organization has
been improving housing opportunities for low-income families in
the west side of Kansas City for 30 years. Recently, however, it
faced a challenge that seemed insurmountable.

About twenty years ago Westside Housing, a nonprofit community
organization, bought a derelict, nearly vacant, 48-unit apartment
building. With LAWMO's help, a bank loan, a low interest loan
from the city, a charitable loan, and tax-credit-supported equity
investment, Westside Housing rehabilitated the building and
rented it to low-income families. Twenty years later, in 2007,

the building was again in need of repair, the loans were due

and the city lender was threatening foreclosure. In addition, the
tax abatement for the property was expiring and the county’s
reassessment threatened to quintuple the taxes. Keeping the
building affordable to low-income families was in jeopardy.

Nottingham Apartments

Michael Duffy, who is the Director of LAWMO's Community

Economic Development Unit and who has 30 years of experience in affordable housing development, first appealed the property
tax ruling. He persuaded the county to reduce the taxes by nearly 80%. He then negotiated with the city’s lending agency—itself
hobbled under a Federal Court receivership—to restructure the loan. Extended negotiations led to Court approval of a plan to
assign the loan to the city so that it would not have to be overseen by the receiver, (the only assignment in the three year history
of the receivership) which then led to City Council approval of a loan restructuring plan.

With these pieces in place, LAWMO staff helped Westside Housing close on a complex refinancing, with new federal tax credits,

investment equity and tax exempt bond debt, resulting in $2 million of renovations and a stable plan to keep the apartments
affordable for another generation of low-income families.
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“JUSTICE IS THE ABILITY FOR TWO,
REGARDLESS OF SIZE OR nvémm
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"Dustice is when everyone
is freafed m.nﬂ.ss.:u Q._m.m_ml.ﬂ
inherent differences and
disputes are resolved by
Fair ne9otiation. When a
person mistreats another,
penalfies should be equitably
enforced ceardless of the

resources of the offender.”

Charity Lind4ren
LAWATID Centeal OFFice

relations cases for victims of abuse involving Orders
of Protection, marriage dissolution, paternity and
custody determination, and visitation and support
orders. Funding from the Missouri Department of
Public Safety through the STOP Violence Against
Women Act provides for an attorney to obtain Full
Orders of Protection for victims of physical abuse.
In 2007, the Missouri Department of Public Safery
through the Victims of Crime Act grants programs
provided funding to support expansion of intake
services to better meet the needs of victims of abuse
for referral to supportive services.

Warrensburg staff also handle public benefits,
landlord/tenant, consumer, employment security and
education cases. Grants through the Johnson County
United Way and the District 111 Area Agency on
Aging provided supplemental funding for this office.
Working closely with other service providers, such as
Johnson County United Way, District III Area Agency
on Aging, West Central Coalition for Legal Advocacy,
Pettis County Domestic Violence Task Force and

the Johnson County Domestic Violence Task Force,
LAWMO staff are able to offer a holistic approach to

the resolution of clients” problems.

In 2007, Pro Se (self-help) marriage dissolution classes
were taught by a LAWMO attorney and paralegal.
Through this unique service, an increased number of
clients are assisted by the Warrensburg staff and the
Volunteer Attorney Project.

ST. JOSEPH

St. Joseph's staff of ten, which includes six attorneys,
three paralegals and one secretary, serve the 18-county
area of northwest Missouri, representing clients in
both rural and urban settings. Many of the cases
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are family law cases involving marriage dissolution,
paternity, custody and support. In addition, St. Joseph
staff handles cases involving public benefits, consumer
law, landlord/tenant, foreclosure, employment,
guardianship and Orders of Protection.

The Emergency Shelter Grant through the Ciry of

St. Joseph helps support LAWMO staff who provide
representation to individuals and families threatened
with homelessness in the St. Joseph area. A grant from
the Northwest Missouri Area Agency on Aging makes
it possible for staff to better meet the needs of the over-
60 population. A paralegal and an attorney specializing
in family law practice are funded through a grant from
the United Way of Greater St. Joseph. Funding from
the Missouri Department of Public Safery cthrough
the STOP Violence Against Women Act provides

an attorney to obtain Full Orders of Protection for
victims of abuse. The Missouri Department of Public
Satety, through the Victims of Crime Act grants
program, provides funding to support intake services
to better meet the needs of victims of abuse through
referral to supportive services.

Community involvement plays a key role in the success
of this office. LAWMO staff are active in a variety of
organizations, committees and task forces, which serve
many of the same clients. Some of those groups include
Buchanan County Sexual Assault and Family Violence
Council, St. Joseph Homeless Services Coalition and
United Way Unmert Needs and Cultural Diversity
Commitrtees. The staff also work closely with the staff
and advocates from the YWCA Women’s Shelter and
Green Hills Women’s Shelter. As a resul, this office

has a seen a broader impact on the client community
through increasing case referrals and improved
community education.
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AISYAH

Aisyah* is from Malaysia and one of 20 women found working in Johnson County, Kansas
“massage parlors” who authorities believed were part of an international prostitution

ring and victims of human trafficking. While most of the women were placed in a shelter,
Aisyah and two others were taken into Immigration custody.

LAWMO staff worked intensively to help them pursue the options available to them. Staff
communicated numerous times with Aisyah's family in New York to arrange her bond

so that she could be released from Immigration as a witness. Staff pushed the FBI to
interview her as soon as possible, return most of her property, issue a receipt for property
kept as evidence in the criminal case against her former employer, and guarantee that
she would be issued a work permit right away. Although the FBI and Immigration were
interested in Aisyah's testimony, staff knew from experience that she would need a strong
advocate to be sure these agencies worked in a timely manner and respected her rights.
LAWMO immigration attorney, Suzanne Gladney, spent 20 hours with Aisyah over two con-

secutive days, accompanying her to a three-hour FBI interview and making sure that her needs were met. Suzanne also ensured
that Aisyah had a way to travel to New York as soon as possible. There simply was no other local advocate or organization avail-

able to provide this immediate, comprehensive assistance.

Months later, Aisyah frequently calls LAWMO and the staff provide her with practical legal advice reassuring her that she can
find new work without fear of arrest and explaining the terms of her current visa. In addition and as important, they offer her
compassion and moral support. Aisyah remains traumatized from her 34 days in Immigration custody and the abusive experi-
ences that preceded it. With the intervention and legal assistance LAWMO was able to provide Aisyah, she will have much better

opportunities for a safe and fulfilling life.

*NOT CLIENT'S REAL PHOTO
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"Justice is the overall
equality fo all, not only
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Migrant Farmworkers Project

For over 24 years, LAWMO's Migrant Farmworkers
Project has provided services to migrant farmworkers
and their families who work in Missouri. Project
staff travel to Lafayette County daily during the fall
apple harvest season. In the spring and summer, staff
travel to Missouri’s Bootheel to meet farmworkers
during the watermelon, corn, peach, cucumber

and tomato seasons and return in late fall during
cotton ginning. The farmworkers in both locations
face similar problems and have many of the same
legal needs, including immigration, public benefits
with special benefits for the frequent moves of

the migrant population, education issues for their
children and locating and managing health services.
A severe freeze occurred in April and damaged an
estimated 48 million pounds of apples throughout
the state. Orchards in Lafayette County lost 90 to 95
percent of their crops. Accordingly, orchards reduced
their harvest work forces and LAWMO’s Migrant
Farmworkers Project encountered only 298 migrant
adults and children in Lafayette County in 2007,
compared to approximately 450 in a normal year.

The Project has developed special expertise and
compassion in dealing with this important population
of farmworkers who bring food to America’s tables.
Through this program, services are provided to a
population that is often invisible and frequently

falls between the cracks of conventional assistance.
Funding for the Project comes from the Legal Services
Corporation, Paul Shumaker, Health Care Foundation
and other private donations.

22 | 2007 LEGAL AID OF WESTERN MISSQUR| — REDEFINING JUSTICE

CENTRAL OFFICE - KANSAS CITY

The Central office maintains a staff of 31 full-

time attorneys, 12 full-time wmnm?mm_m, mmm_: law
students, five full-time and three part-time clerical
staff. LAWMO’s administrative staff are also housed
here. Clients in Jackson, Clay and Platte counties
are offered legal services that help provide a safe and
healthy environment for individuals and families.

The Mid-America Regional Council (MARC) provides
a grant from the Area Agency on Aging to fund legal
services to the elderly. Other projects have been
developed by LAWMO’s Central office staff to address
the special needs of our clients. They include:

AIDS Legal Assistance Project

This program assists people who have been denied
access to housing or who have been threatened

with eviction because they have HIV/AIDS; those
terminated from jobs because of their illness or their
association with a high-risk group; and those who
have been denied insurance coverage because of
claims, among others, that the HIV/AIDS diagnosis
was a pre-existing condition. These clients are also
assisted with preparing wills, durable powers of
attorney and permanency planning for their children.

A LAWMO attorney provides outreach to the Kansas
City Free Health Clinic and other AIDS service
organizations as requested. The attorney regularly
advises caregivers and other social service agencies
regarding the legal rights of those living with AIDS.
The attorney also staffs the HIV/AIDS Legal Assistance
Hotline to directly assist not only those infected with
HIV/AIDS, but also anyone affected by someone

with the illness. Those infected have immediate and
confidential access to a LAWMO attorney. Family



€2 | 3JDILSNI DNINIHIATY ~ IHNOSSIN NHILSIM 40 AV 1¥9HI1 L00Z

S9SN 30 v Oy MY
ssuoC "y hjaieg

;.xm_to} 30 BIAENTD LA

v sp wryshs o0 oy

sanil; punoy uavm pue soy
O:o_ A0y BAIMS n:eus:__,y:ou
2m Quiqppuos s 2dYSC,

sureiqo Juaned e uayy s1uaned s AT 10 sigauaq
[RUOTITPPE [BIIURISqNS UT S1NS3T OS[E 11 ‘AL
10 Suipremar A[peroueuy s1 Ajuo 10u 1aford oy

“1aloxd oy 01 apewr sey peIs SO L

e [eaagar 1ad (¢pieg pue uoneiuasardar [nyssaoons
1ad 9/ /¢9¢ 01 ssunowe siyp, siwaned 77E asoya
papiaoxd seq a1 1ey3 $901479s 10§ syuawided preorpapy

ur 880°C66°T$ P11 DA, “19alo1d a1 Jo s1ead

01 1811 A1 U0 yI0M S Pry 259 Jo Insar e sy Wyl
30 94C6 10 ZTF 10§ S1aUa( PIEDIPaAJA PaUIElqo puE
siuaned asayy Jo ¢ 10§ speadde preoipapy pansind
pry (€827 rsiwaned DN ¢/8 01 durIsisse [e3a]
papraoid O AYT T21u20) [EdIpajy uewnay 1k 133f01d

sjeaddy prestpajqr s.OINMY'T JO sTeaA oMl 181y 211 U]
19fo1g speaddy presipapy oy

"JI0M JEY) 2DUBUL] 0] SUEO]

S[QRUOSEDT 2EW PUE YI0m PO0OS OP 01 SIOIIEIIU0D
PUE SI2PUR] 2[qeIndal 10] dAIIUIIUT DTWOU0I
Suons e sapraoid pue uaddey Loy a10j2q sueo]
A101epaid dois 03 dem danesouur ue st 192(01] 2y

‘wayy 01 22138 £o1) 21059q

$20UsNbasU0D puE SWI UBO[ AY1 PUBISIIPUN [[IM
SIOIUIS A3 OS ‘SUBO] I 0IUT 11U Y1 210J3q STOTUIS
M SWID) UBO[ MIIAIT IS QA MYT ‘sueo] a3 Aedas
03 s1ead (] 01 dn aaey 192(01d a3 ur Junedpnied
S101U2G "SUEBO[ 2181 paxy “uadiad ¢ yewr 01 paside
QABY SIOPUI[ 2SOY[, 'SIAPUI| IDWWEE] POOL) 01 SI2UMO
awoy 13§21 LJuo osfe [[im Loy, reak € 10§ y1oM T2
aa1ueIens 01 22138 OS[E SI010LNU0D Y[ "OFA ¢ JeIs
uo 1010adsur ue £q pasordde pue paadsur ‘parsjduros
ua3q sey j10Mm I [nUn y1om Jedar 1y 1oy wourded
1daooe 01 10U 2218€ $1010E1IUOD BY[, *SUIZNID T10TUAS

103 sitedal awoyy op 01 2218k oym $1013ENU0O3 Jo [ood

= UUH_NM‘-U SEY OHM .uuu_o._n— IDWUWeH poon) EURR |

‘pioge 10uued Loy suro] 1505-y31y pue siredoar
awoy Ayrjenb-mof Furaey stopuas ur sapnsar sy,
"PAMIEIS UIIQ UIAI SEY HIOM Y1 2I0J2q JI0M TI9Y3 10]
[Ing ut s1010e1U00 243 Aed U1jO STPPUA] A “S[EIII
ueo[ 3y 1oj o3urydxd UT 2100 UBqIn $A17) sesuey]

ut sitedar SU0Y Op OYM STOIDENUOD AQ 01 Pa1anis a1e
A5y3 183 sueof £103epard Jo JNsal ¥ se 2INS0[210]

01 S2WOY J13Y) ISO] AWOIUT PAXTJ & U0 JUIAI| SIOTUIS
Auew ‘read L1947 -uaddey Lo a10jaq sueof L1orepard
dos djay 01 parears drysioured e panunuos (O M)

uonezZIuedI) SUISNOL apIsISaA PUE OJAMY'T

"395f01d sup anunuoed o1 Jurpuny 1210

pue suoneuop aeald sasn mou QAT 'UEO] 21 JO
Lipedar oy uiBuapreyos sumnsme| 1o pue sapidnjueq
¢1 =deyn) Sunpy £q sasoparog 2y dois 01 ajqe sem
Ys $3SBD [RI9A3S U] 'suro] Arorepard jo insar e se
2IN$0[2310] 01 SIWOY 1121} FUISO[ JO NSIT 1B 2128 OYM
2102 uBQIN s A1) SESUBY U SISUMOIUIOY JWOIUI-MO]
paruasardar Loutone QMY V £00Z JO YdIey
y3noryp ¢z Jo [udy woiy 10a(ord Furpuay L101epard
SOWMYT 0] Sutpuny rened papraord 1oruary mer
IDWNSUOT) [RUOHEN] ) PUE UONTIDOSSY 10pUja(]
pue pry [¢8a7 [euoneN a1 wory 1ueid read-oml
,_.Ju_..q.mﬁw. kr.m:.:uﬂu\m .w..:._.:..uu-.u.ql

"SI0 owIme] MMM

215QaM S,OJA MY UO J[QB[IBAR ST PUE S[ENPIAIPUT
aansod-A [ 01 uoneunojur [e3a1 wuerrodwr sapraord
YooqpueY Y], AJH G SHOs3] d0f YooqpUvE]

JpBaT qpday faarisog Jo uonipa Yanog ayy wutrd

pue ugsapar o1 3[qissod 11 aprwr diysiowre Gy
ANy eaury jo el 2y woly Surpunyg

Aau1011E QN MY B WOIj 21ApE
[£82] 2412001 o] AeW [ooyas 10 y1oMm e s1aad pue

SI12YIOMASED .w.—b>_w.u.ﬂmu .mﬁﬂum.@ ‘sauo _Uy.:u— -mhuﬁ_Euﬂﬂ



"Justfice. When we are
{_‘osum&\_. we went fo be
fi9hted. We want fo know
fhot lessons have been
learned and this mistake
will not repext. Only frue
\ustice can Yuarantee the
level of fairness, honesty
and infedrity fo accomplish
this ..m_os_,.,.

Pu: Kossi
LAWATO Board of Trustees

Medicaid coverage, the patient can access ongoing
and preventive medical treatment. This means, for
example, that a patient with high blood pressure can
get medication to reduce her blood pressure. If left
untreated, the blood pressure might have resulted in
the patient suffering a stroke. By assuring ongoing
medical treatment, access to the project improves the
patients’ quality of life. The project also allows the
TMC patients who obtain Medicaid benefits to have
access to other providers of medical services in the
Kansas City area and allows those providers to be paid
for the medical care they provide these patients.

Finally, the project also provides basic advice to
TMC patients to make sure that they receive the full
benefit of their Medicaid coverage. For example, the
casehandlers working on the project make sure that
TMC patients understand spenddown requirements
and, in doing so, make it easier for the patients

to satisfy those requirements and obtain coverage.
LAWMO staff also advise clients on how to comply
with their reporting requirements so they can obtain
or continue to receive Medicaid. This type of advice
was provided to 308 clients in the project’s first two
years.

Elderly Bankruptey Education Project

In partnership with the Mid-America Regional
Council (MARC) through a grant funded by the
Jewish Heritage Foundation, a half-time LAWMO
attorney counseled senior individuals and groups
about handling over-burdensome debt and about the
new bankruptcy law. Helping seniors resolve their
financial problems empowers them to choose the best
possible solution to meet their overall needs. In cases
where bankruptcy relief is the most beneficial option,
a LAWMO attorney or volunteer attorney provided

24 | 2007 LEGAL AID OF WESTERN MISSOURI —~ REDEFINING JUSTICE

legal counsel and representation at no charge to the
client. The Project attorney also _uanmn:nm& training
sessions and written materials to MARC, senior center
and other agency staff to assist them in counseling
elders about debt and making appropriate referrals for
legal assistance.

Advocates for Family Health

Funded by a grant from the Missouri Department
of Social Services, LAWMO’s Advocates for Family
Health program is an ombudsman service providing
advocacy and education in the western Missouri
Managed Care service area. Program staff work closely
with the Family Support Division (FSD), the four
local managed care health plans, the MO HealthNet
Division (MHD), county health departments, local
schools, and other organizations and coalitions

to provide access to health insurance benefits for
qualified families with children.

Program staff advocate for children, low-income
parents, and pregnant women in court and
administrative hearings to ensure they reccive the

full benefits of their medical coverage through their
MO HealthNet Program. Program staff also assist
clients by answering questions about MO HealthNet,
providing information about the application process
and income eligibility, and assisting the FSD in
verifying client eligibility. Project staff cooperate
with the ESD to resolve systemic problems in the
application procedures and negotiate with health plans
when services or treatment are denied to enrollees.

Pro Se Marriage Dissolution Classes

At the Central office, volunteer attorneys, assisted
by a LAWMO paralegal, teach LAWMO clients
how to file and obtain an uncontested divorce
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“From mYy perspective,
Justice is allowing all
‘.ﬁnrl.wm‘m to be heard and
then rendering o decision
based on the Facts and
applicable low.”

us&um Lisea White Hardwick
Aissouri Courf of _bm__ammk)wa

Municipal Court Defense Unit

Funded by a contract with the City of Kansas City,

a LAWMO staff of nine full-time attorneys and

two part-time attorneys provide representation to
indigents charged with jailable offenses in the city’s
municipal courts. In 2007, these attorneys handled
6,701 cases (over 16,500 charges) so that every person
facing a serious charge was assured constitutionally
mandated and highly skilled legal representation.

Mental Health Court
In 2007, the Jackson County Mental Health Board
funded a full-time attorney to represent clients facing

municipal charges whose cases are appropriately
handled in the Mental Health Court. The purpose of

this project is to improve access to treatment for the
mentally ill by diverting them from incarceration to
community agencies that provide treatment and track
and reinforce their progress in the program.

Collaborators include Swope Parkway Mental Health,
‘Truman Behavioral Health, Kansas City City
Prosecutors Office, State Public Defenders Office,
Municipal Correctional Institute (MCI), Lee’s Summit
Prosecutors Office and Rediscover. Additional
collaborators include law enforcement crisis
intervention (CIT), Independence Prosecutors Office,

NAMI — National Alliance for the Mentally Ill and

Veronica’s Voice.

Betty* is a 52-year-old woman from Warrensburg with Hepatitis C and liver damage.
Because of the severity of her illness, her doctor in Kansas City prescribed two hepatitis
drugs, completed paperwork for Medicare approval of the drugs and submitted the
documents to Medicare. The doctor’s request for approval was denied.

Betty contacted several organizations that manage Medicare's prescription services,

but had difficulty communicating with these organizations and understanding their
requirements, She made an appeal herself on one of the drugs and was denied. She also
was unable to locate her previous doctor to obtain the records of her prior treatment,

which was one of the requirements.

Ultimately, Betty contacted LAWMO and staff assisted her by successfully locating the physician and obtaining
the medical records that documented her previous treatment. LAWMO then requested a Redetermination on
both drugs and assembled a packet of evidence. Work was just beginning to request an Administrative Law
Judge hearing on the prescription denials when approval for the drugs came through. Betty started her treatment

program.

*NOT CLIENT'S REAL NAME OR PHOTO
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“JUSTICE IS THE FULFILLMENT OF 4
‘GOLDEN RULE’ FOR EVERYONE IN -
OUR AMERICA. WHEN ALL CITIZENS-"
ARE GIVEN EQUAL ACCESS YO THE
OPPORTUNITIES OF OUR COUNTRY
AND.TREATED IN THE SAME MANNER
>_.ozo_ THE WAY, JUSTICE mx_mqm "
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VOLUNTEER ATTORNEY PROJECT

On November 1, 2007, VAP celebrated 25 years of serving the community at a

reception honoring the 1,273 lawyers who in the past 25 years gave generously

of their time and talents. The reception was held at Union Station in Kansas
City. In the last quarter century VAP provided services to nearly 11,000 indi-
gent clients with services offered during this period totaling nearly 73,000 hours

of pro bono representation.

The Volunteer Attorney Project would like to acknowledge and thank the follow-
ing attorneys who generously donated their expertise to LAWMO in 2007:

Kansas City

John Aisenbrey
Millard Aldridge
Jason Amerine
David Anderson
Teresa L. Anderson
Louis Angles
Angela Armenta
Dwight Arn
Russell C. Ashley
Louis E. Austin, Jr.
Elizabeth Badger
Bernard Balkin
James Barker
David R. Barlow
Tiffany Barmann
Robert R. Barton
Regina Bass
Thad Batson
Sarah Baxter
Byron Beck
Richard Becker
James Bell

Kara Bemboom
Tom Bender

Gail Berkowitz
Judith Berry
Marry Ellen Bigge

Paul Blackman
Jonathan A, Bortnick
Steve Bough

W. Perry Brandt
Kevin Breer

Gerald W. Brenneman
Doug Breyfogle

John Brigg

Timothy Brownlee
Lee B. Brumitt

Fred Bryant

Megal Bui

Brett Burmeister
Doug Breyfogle
Anita Butler

Kirsten Anne Byrd
Robert N. Calbi

Joe Cambiano

John R. Campbell, Jr.
Lydia Carson
Michele Chollet

Carl R. Clark

Casey Connealy
Kathleen Coode
David Cooper
Barbara Corbin
Edward Coulson
James Crews

AL AID OF WESTERN MISSOUR| — REDEFINING JUSTICE

Matthew J. Crimmins
J. Michael Cronan
Fred Crouch
Keith Cutler
Jason Davey
Heywood Davis
Kendall Day
Dean Courtney
Jay DeHardt
Sherry Delanes
John Dennis
Diane Denniston
James Derting
Kent H. Desselle
Daniel Devine
Janeen DeVries
Troy L. Dietrich
Brian J. Doherty
Phil Donnellan
Sarah Downs
Mary Ann Drape
Robert Dunsford
Steven Effertz
Nathalie Elliott
Richard English
James H. Ensz
Addam G. Fera
Brian Fields

Latricia Adams, VAP director and Jack Bangert, LAWMO
Board of Trustees president present Robert C. Welch
with an appreciation award at VAP's 25" anniversary
celebration.

Michael W. Flood
Rachel Foley
Michael Fortin
Edward Foster
Jeanne Foster
Dennis R. Fowler
Thomas M. Franklin
Rick E. Frawley
David Frensley
Gary Gall

Philip R. Glasser
Christina E. Gondring
Max Gordon
Charles Gotschall
Christine Graham
Loeb Granoff

Wendy Green

Angela Habeerbullah
Daniel Hall

Jeremy Hart
Catherine M. Hartnett
Jackie Hartis

John P. Hastings
Barbara Hecht
Darcy V. Hennessy
Richard Herndon
David Holdsworth
Charice Holtsclaw
Lynn Hoover

Bill Hubbard

John Hurley

Dale lIrwin
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VAP GOLF TOURNAMENT

"Tustice to me is;

Kighting a wrong!”

Lafvician Adeawms
LAWAI0 Central OFFice

EAGLE LEVEL SPONSORS

Rouse Hendricks German May PC

Monsees, Miller, Mayer,
Presley & Amick, PC

Polsinelli Shalton Flanigan
Suelthaus PC

Levy & Craig, PC

Blackwell Sanders LLP

The Daily Record

BIRDIE LEVEL SPONSORS
Shook, Hardy & Bacon, L.L.P.
Stinson Morrison Hecker LLP

HOLE SPONSORS

Bryan Cave LLP

Commerce Bank

John R. Cullom & Associates
FOCUS Solutions

Hallier Reed LLC

Heartland Bank

Hubbard & Kurtz, LLP

K.C. Metropolitan Bar Association
Lewis, Rice & Fingersh, L.C.

M & | Bank

Martin & Daniel

Morrow, Willnauer & Klosterman, LLC
PCM Leasing

The Honorable Christine Sill-Rogers
Staples

Robert C. Welch

OTHER SPONSORS & IN-KIND

SUPPORTERS

AirTran Airways

American Heartland Theatre
at Crown Center
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American Jazz Museum

American Royal
Association

Arby's United States
Beef Corporation

CNA - Jan Frank

The Carlsen Center

Comfort Suites -
Independence

Crown Center Shops

Danka

Double Tree Hotel-
Overland Park

Folly Theater

Gates Bar-B-Q

George Brett's on the

The Volunteer Attorney Project extends special recognition and appreciation to The Bar Plan Foundation for their
contributions and support of our 12th annual benefit golf tournament. Special thanks to Kris Riddell, the law
firm of Rouse Hendricks German May PC, Bob Murray, Tim Monsees, Jim Arnett, our golfers and the following
individuals, law firms and businesses that have graciously contributed to the success of this event.

Plaza Tournament winners Scott Hofer, Foland, Wickens, Eisfelder,

Holiday Inn Express-
Independence

Holtz Executive Village-
Overland Park

Kansas City Repertory
Theatre

Kansas City Symphony

Kansas City Zoo

M & S Grill

National Archives and Records
Administration

National Frontier Trails Center of
Independence

Negro League Baseball Museum

Omaha Steaks

Panera Original Bread, Inc.

Ponak's

Powell Gardens

Powerplay Family
Entertainment Center

Roper & Hofer, PC ; Joe Roper, Foland, Wickens, Eisfelder,
Roper & Hofer, PC; and Kevin Prenger. (vor mcTuren: Jim Foland)

Riviera Hotel & Casino- Las Vegas

Shoal Creek Golf Course

Side Pockets - Bonner Springs

Staples

The Melting Pot

Tivoli Cinemas

Harry S. Truman Library

Unicorn Theatre

Waldo Pizza

William Jewel College
Harriman-Jewell Series

Williams Food, Inc.
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DOING YOUR COMMUNITY JUSTICE: KICK-OFF RECEPTION IS A HUGE SUCCESS

Over 150 guests joined the Justice for All Campaign Leadership Committee as
LAWMO’s new $1.75 million, three-year Justice for All Campaign was launched.
The private reception took place on Monday, October 22, 2007 at The College
Basketball Experience, a new venue in downtown Kansas City adjacent to the
Sprint Center. The event also celebrated surpassing the $1.5 million dollar goal in
the previous three-year campaign.
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Jack Bangert, board president and campaign co-chair, welcomed everyone and

thanked the event sponsors, Shook, Hardy & Bacon L.L.P, Sonnenschein Nath
& Rosenthal, Golf, Etc. and United Office Products. He also acknowledged the
numerous elected and appointed officials present. Fellow campaign co-chair,
Jerry Wolf announced that the campaign surpassed the $1.5 million goal and
presented LAWMO with a “big check” reflecting the campaign’s $1,519,688.00
total. “It took the generosity of many to reach that goal and we would like to
thank the firms, corporations and individuals whose generous gifts and pledges
are making justice for all within reach,” Jerry said. He went on to encourage
support of the new three-year campaign and announced that he would stay on as

Jack Bangert, JFA Committee Co-chair and LAWMO Board President, Dick
Halliburton, LAWMO Executive Director and Jerry Wolf, JFA Committee Co-chair
with the $1,519,688.00 “big check”. co-chair of the campaign and introduced new co-chairs, Gordon Gee and Willie

Epps. Grant Davis will also join them as a co-chair.

LAWMO executive director Dick Halliburton presented Jack and Jerry with plaques honoring them for their work chairing the successful campaign.
Throughout the evening a running loop thanked all major donors to the campaign on twenty screens throughout the high-tech venue.

U.S. District Judge Nannette Laughrey presented Matthew O'Connor with the 2007 Honorable H. Michael Coburn Community Service Award for his
volunteer work on behalf of those affected by Hurricane Katrina and his other volunteer efforts in the community. The annual award honors one local
attorney who has demonstrated outstanding committment to serving the public and addressing the challenges of low-income people.

Gordon and Willie closed the program by announcing the new campaign goal and slogan “Doing Your Community Justice.” Gordon thanked Shook,
Hardy & Bacon for donating the design and printing of the materials for the new campaign, which encourages three-year pledges and will run until

August 2010,

Following the program guests were able to participate in the many interactive basketball displays and games.
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"Justice can c:_u_ e
achieved when divine
solutions are }é&:@_ to

hwman circumstances.”

Q.s&ﬂ,ﬁ Jon K mv.:.o.,u (ret.)
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2004/2007 JUSTICE FOR ALL CAMPAIGN

Slagle Bernard & Gorman, P.C.
Wagstaff & Cartmell L.L.P.

$1,000 AND ABOVE
Alimayer & Associates, P.C.
Aquila, Inc.
Atterbury Family Foundation
Berkowitz & Cook
Berkowitz Oliver Williams Shaw
& Eisenbrandt LLP
Blackwood, Langworthy & Tyson, L.C.
Richard P. and Jane Bruening Foundation
Cerner Corporation Legal Group
Dysart Taylor Lay Cotter & McMonigle, P.C.
Ensz & Jester, P.C.
Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation
J. E. Dunn Construction Company
Kansas City Life Insurance Company
Kansas City Southern Industries, Inc.
Krigel & Wrigel, P.C.
Krigel Family Charitable Fund
of the Jewish Community Foundation of
Greater Kansas City
The Louis and Dorothy Cumonow Foundation
McElligott, Ewan, Hall & Kimminau, P.C.
National Crop Insurance Services
Redfearn Law Firm, P.C.
Rubins, Kase, Hager, Cambiano & Bryant
The Sly James Firm, Trial Lawyers, P.C.
Stueve, Siegel, Hanson, Woody LLP
Tension Envelope Foundation
Turner & Sweeny
Welch, Martin & Albano, LLC

UP TO $1,000

The Meyers Law Firm LC

Miller Law Firm, P.C.

Mo-Kan Iron Workers Welfare Fund

Mulvihill & Hunter

Schulz, Bender, Maher, Lee, Sexton,
Hill & Steinman, PC

Spradley & Riesmeyer, PC

State Street Foundation

White, Allinder, Graham & Buckley L.L.C.

Yeretsky & Maher, L.L.C.

FINING JUSTICE

INDIVIDUALS

AND ABOVE
James R. Borthwick

Leanne DeShong

Daniel J. Devine & Michele Chollet
Kevin A. Dunn

Suzanne Gladney & Alan Lubert
Gerald M, Handley

Joseph L. Hiersteiner

Dawn Roe Johnson

Barry M. Katz

Stephen B. Paul

Richard Halliburton & Miriam Pepper
C. Patrick McLarney

John R. Phillips

Charles M. Rogers

Andrew Bruce See

Hon. Karen M. See

Michael J. Thompson

Judith & Kent Whittaker

$1,000 AND ABOVE
Dwight Arn

Carol & Peter Bachhuber
Irvin V. Belzer

Karen |. Bisset

Valerie J. Blevins
Elizabeth G. Bruce

John W. Cowden
Stephen P. Dees
Thomas & Mary Beth Denzer
David Douglass

William D. Farrar

Susan J. Fershee

Shawn Foster

Lawrence R. Hamel
David N. Johnson

Hon. Don W. Kennedy
Stephen M. Kirschbaum
Berry F. Laws Ill

Phyllis Gail Leach
Heather A. Leith
Theresa & Darryl Levings
Glenna K. Lichty
Benjamin Mann

C. Patrick McLarney
Day Miller

Robert E. Northrip
Robert P, O'Brien
John R. Owen
Michael K. Pedersen
Albert A. Riederer
Douglas R. Rushing
Hon. Ortrie D. Smith
Eileen S. Sullivan

es R. Swenson
Marcia M. Thomas
Robert M. Thompson
Gene E. Voigts

£500 AND ABOVE

Rob Adams

John & Ellen Aisenbrey
Ronald C. Baird

Hon. George C. Berry
Gary & Kathyryn Bussing
Otis H. Cowan, Il

Ida Pearl Fain

Allan B. Fischer

Carol F. Fowler

Mr. & Mrs. Donald W. Giffin
Gail & Paulette Harkrader
Jane E. Hart

William A. Hirsch

Sherry L. Jaudegis
Connie Jones & Ashe Jones
Lisa Lattan

Gregg F. Lombardi

Lynn R. Marasco
Kenneth A. Mason
Steven E. Mauer

Steven M. Mauer

J. Scott McCandless

J. Gary McEachen
Therese J. McGill
Samuel McHenry

Susan P. McRill

Dennis D. Palmer

Nancy Panzer-Howell
Cynthia Dillard Parres
Robert J. Payne

Robert M. Pitkin
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2004/2007 JUSTICE FOR ALL CAMPAIGN

IN MEMORY GIFTS GIVEN IN 2007
In Memory of Athee Bangert by
Laurie and Richard Van Auken
In Memory of Cathy Connealy by
Daniel J. Devine and Michele Chollet
In Memory of Frances Griffin by
Legal Aid of Western Missouri
In Memory of Harry Johnson by
Artie L. Johnson
In Memory of Janet Kaiser by
Constance B. Powell
In Memory of Honorable Julian Leavitt by
Don W. Kennedy
In Memory of Patrick O'Brien by
Aldridge & Hall
Edward F. Aylward
Gerald Becker
El Dorado Incorporated
John & Anna Franke
Suzanne Gladney & Alan Lubert
Jack R. Grate
Richard Halliburton
Patricia J. Keenan
Robert and Shirley Legg
Little Blue Valley Sewer District
Rebecca S. Magruder
Richard S. Magruder
Lynn Manos Page
Janeal R. Matheson
Monica Huber McLaughlin
Roberta North & Daniel Cosgrove
Robert P. O’Brien
Gus and Harriet Oxler
Fred Rich
Eric Tanner

Todd D. Barr

Laura D. Battle
James M. Beck
Gerald Becker

Terry D. Anderson
Ella Ruth Aufranc
Edward F. Aylward
Elizabeth D. Badger
Brian Paul Banks

Wanda J. Banks Mark Berger
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Steven Brent Becker

Michael J. Thompson
Marcia K. Walsh
Catherine J. Watson
David L. White
In Memory of Jim Willard by
Robert Allan Lieberman
In Memory of Charlie Hess by
Robert & Linda Lieberman
In Memory of Ellen C. Zaremba-Joplin by
Mary Lou Martin

IN HONOR GIFTS GIVEN IN 2007
In Honor of Betsy Blake by
Mary Beth Blake
In Honor of Bernard Brown by
Stephen R. Bough
In Honor of Leanne DeShong &
James Conlon by
Margo A. Shepard
In Honor of Alan Gallas by
Jerald S. Enslein
In Honor of Suzanne Gladney by
Jane E. Hart
Stephen M. Kirschbaum
Roger K. McCrummen
In Honor of Richard Halliburton by
Joanne G. Katz
Mona J. Randolph
Richard B. Teitelman
In Honor of John & Patricia Kurtz by
Alice Kitchen

Karen Bertram
Betsy Blake

W. C. Blanton
David L. Bolander
Janis R. Boman
Judy Bordeau

Michael J. Bowman
Barbara A. Braznell
Travis T. & Armand Breard
Diana Butler

Kirsten A. Byrd
Tama Byrnes
Terrance Byrnes
Barbara Cantril
Donna J. Carlson
James & Elizabeth Carlyle
Nancy Chapman
Michele Circle

Carol Cleaver

Sarah Z. Collier
Kevin M. Connor
Lajuana & Stanley Counts
Sharon Courter
Darlene H. Cowherd
Robert E. Cowherd
Crystal Crowder
Douglas Y. Curran
Clararice Dandridge
Joshua L. Davenport
Heywood H. Davis
Effie F Day

B. Janeen deVries
Lutritia R. Doran
Duana Dralus
Jerald S. Enslein
Michelle Fisher
Tracy McFerrin Foster
Connie M. Francis
John & Anna Franke
Linda J. French
Kimberly K. Gibbens
Alicia K. Goforth
Shirley Goza

Eric Gray

Lorraine M. Green
Rebecca D. Hadjian
Bob Hamilton
Amber Henry

Larrie C. Hindman
Arthur Aaron Hogg
Marilyn R. Horn
Marianne L. Horned
Carol M. Howard
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"Tustice is ._._.«mhz?:@ )hﬁ
people Fairly.”

(zordon (see, Co-Cheiv

TFA Coum Perin

Leadership Committee
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JUSTICE FOR ALL PRESIDENT'S AWARD

In the fall of 2007, Jack Bangert, Board of Trustees President,
initiated the Justice for All President's Award to honor individuals
who demonstrate an outstanding commitment to justice for all and
to LAWMO. The 2007 recipients of the award were Steve Dees,
Shook, Hardy & Bacon L.L.P.; Jerry Wolf, Sonnenschein Nath &
Rosenthal LLP; and Pat McLarney, Shook, Hardy & Bacon L.L.P.

Steve Dees has served on the Justice for All Campaign Leadership
Committee as a past chair and active member for more than 10
years. Steve realized the need for greater commitment from the
private bar in supporting free legal services and was instrumental 3
in establishing a new structure for the campaign which now Pat McLarney, Jerry Wolf and Steve Dees
successfully solicits three-year pledges and encourages firms to

give at a rate of $225 per attorney. This pro-active plan resulted in a more than $2,700,000 in donations to the Justice for
All Campaign in the years since. This show of support from the legal community, individuals and corporations has directly
enabled LAWMO to provide legal assistance to thousands of low-income families and individuals.

Jerry Wolf has served on the Justice for All Campaign Leadership Committee for more than 9 years. He was responsible for
scheduling his partner, author Scott Turow, as the keynote speaker for the annual Justice for All Luncheon in 1999. Jerry has
served as co-chair of the Justice for All Campaign Leadership Committee for the past four years. Under his leadership, the
committee surpassed the $1.5 million goal set for the 2004-2007 campaign. His passionate leadership is still evident as
he heads up solicitations to large firms and corporations in the current campaign. Jerry states, “| believe that justice for all
can ensure the integrity of our legal system by making sure the poor have the same legal representation as those that can
afford it."

Nearly a decade has past since Pat McLarney first joined the Justice for All Campaign Leadership Committee and he
continues to be a vital leader in the new three-year $1.75 million campaign. Pat would like to see Kansas City law firms
“acclimated to giving regularly” to support legal services for the low-income population, which he feels is “part of our
responsibility as officers of the court.” Under his leadership, annual charitable gifts from private lawyers, law firms and
insurance corporations have grown over 500%. In addition to his campaign leadership duties, Pat lobbies the state
legislature to maintain funding for legal services. He serves on the Missouri Bar Task Force on Legal Services and was
instrumental in obtaining a filing fee surcharge that continues to generate substantial revenues to support Missouri legal
services programs.

SAL AID OF WESTERN MISSOURI — REDEFINING JUSTICE
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"Tusfice Means rF__\_._su o,
Cair om%al{:l« to x«mw@jﬁ
the facts and law of Your
case, with o compefent
advocate to assist You

in doin9 so, lbefore an
adyudicator that will rule
the case withouf any
considerafion ofher than
the Facts and the law
presented.”

Gill Shull
LAWATD Wearrenslowry
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THE HONORABLE H. MICHAEL COBURN AWARD

The Honorable H. Michael Coburn
Community Service Award was
created by LAWMO to celebrate

the life and work of the late Judge
Coburn, who was passionately
committed to serving the public and
addressing the challenges of urban
areas. The annual award honors one
local attorney who exemplifies public
service in the spirit of Judge Coburn.

Kansas City attorney Matthew
0'Connor was chosen to receive the
2007 Coburn Award. His passion for
humanity is evident through his work
with Neighbors 4 Neighbors, the
charitable organization he founded
in 2005 to assist the victims of
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. His
effort proved how a simple change

in one's perspective and actions can i
have a major positive impact and
bring about monumental changes in
the lives of others. Two years later,
Matt continues to make a difference
in the lives of others through the
Neighbors 4 Neighbors organization.

LAWMO honored Matt at the Justice
for All Kick-off reception on October
22, 2007, where Federal District
Court Judge Nanette K. Laughrey
presented Matt with the Coburn
Award. Lathrop & Gage donated the
award.

Federal District Court Judge Nanette K.
Laughrey presents Matthew O'Connor with
the 2007 Coburn Award.

W. Kurtz, John S. Johnston, Judge
Christin Sill-Rogers, Elaine Drodge
Koch, Judge Hal Lowenstein and
Brownwyn Werner.

Past Coburn award recipients include
Richard W. Miller, Lisa N. Gentleman,
Judge Jon R. Gray, Judge Justine

Del Muro, C. Patrick McLarney, John

THE MISSOURI BAR PRO BONO PUBLICO AWARD

Bryan Cave LLP received the
prestigious award for its outstanding
pro bono contribution to LAWMO's
Volunteer Attorney Project (VAP).
Bryan Cave LLP joined the Volunteer
Attorney Project (VAP) in 2006

and the firm’'s interest in providing
pro bono services for community
enrichment led to the creation of a
new project, The Abandoned Housing
Act Project. The project’s focus is on

REDEFINING JUSTICE

providing legal representation to inner
city neighborhood associations by
filing lawsuits under the Abandoned
Housing Act and/or by filing private
nuisance actions in an effort to
eliminate abandoned and blighted
properties in the city's neighborhoods.
The significant contributions made by
Bryan Cave's attorneys enhanced the
lives and living conditions of many
residents and will continue to do so.

W. Perry Brandt, Bryan Cave LLP,
Abandoned Housing Act Project
co-director.
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY

REVENUE

Federal

Legal Services Corporation - General.. 712,138
Legal Services Corporation - Migrant. 78,544
U.S. Department of HUD - Housing Counseling.... sl i T 404
City of Kansas City - Neighborhood Attorney AOUWO m:n&:%.::::_:.:::.::::.:_cw.oﬁ
Missouri Department of Social Services - MC + Ombudsman ..o, T 100,000
Missouri Department of Public Safety - Violence Against Women Act ...oiiviicincinns 86,594
Mid-America Regional Council - Area Agency on Aging.....ooeeeeeeeecerecneeciernsssnnennnnn 45,000
Missouri Department of Public Safery - Victims of Crime Act ..vovconncinsiniiiinnnnnnn. 34,088
Internal Revenue Service Low Income Taxpayer Clinic ..20,000
United Services Community Action Agency .. 16,781
Northwest Missouri Area Agency on Aging.. 15,060
Care Connecrion for Aging Services - Area Agency on Aging .......... R PO Sl 5,000
City of 5t. Joseph - Emergency Shelter Grant.............. ...4,840
VantAge Point Area Agency on Aging......coovinniniesinns ORI S H ]
Sub-total $2,358,490
State

Missouri Supreme Court - State Courr Filing Fee 975,922
Missouri Department of Public Safety - State Services to Victims Fund........ 41,043
Sub-total $1,016,965
County

Jackson County Community Mental Health Fund........ +002:03,000
Jackson County Housing Resource CommISSion.........ocourueersserssceerssrsenecesnesessnnes 41,335
Sub-total $104,335
City

City of Kansas City - Municipal Court Defense........ooceeeiiiinnnn o 740,852
City of Kansas City - Civil Legal Assistance......ocrriieiinnessniveeisreisseinnnn R L 4 |
Clity of Kangas City < ZEAL PrOJEEL..orsmnessetinssimsimrosssssssmssrismmss semsssssssssrarmessenryness S8 210
Sub-total $928,901
United Ways

United Way of Greater Kansas City (includes donor designarions) .
United Way of Greater St. Joseph
United Way of Southwest Missouri

Inited Way of Johnson County ...ccoevvvnine
Sub-total

m»u% awn
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Other Public Funding

LOI A, (Interest-on Laviyer THE AEOOURE) conmmummmmmmamissmsmsssmss SO GO 7

Foundations, Churches and Other Organizations

Truman Medical Center, Inc. - Medicaid Appeals ?o_nnﬁ ........................................... 526,147
Paul Shumaker Fund... R R R A T 85,000
Swope Community _wE_mQ.m ....... R e R s S e 60,337
Health Care Fdn of Greater Kansas City - Children’s Mercy Hospital ...ocvcieinninnn 48,564

Health Care Fdn of Greater Kansas City - Migrant Advocate ........oeeeeceeecineusisiinneesinns 46,625
Kauffman Fund For Greater Kansas City.
The George H. Nettleton Home, Inc..
The Women’s Foundation of Greater Kansas ﬁ_aa
Westside Housing Organization ...
Pogzehit el Bol It e b bl o e I
Jewish Heritage Foundation of Greater Kansas City
Kansas City Neighborhood Alliance
United Church of Christ - Justice and Wirness Ministries ......cooevceeceeercoiesiinssseeessasenss 2,500
United Methodist Mexican American Ministries ...
Visitation Catholic Church - Social Concerns Mi
Inter-Faith Community Services, Inc

Carholic Diocese of Jefferson City.............

Sub-total amarmﬁu
Other

Fundraising (individuals, corporations, foundations)..........eccenimeene 453,697
(Fundraising does not include United Way donor designations)

Missouri Bar .. 170,617

Interest Income. 112,826
Miscellaneous.. . 65,449
Sub-total $802,589
TOTAL REVENUE $6,891,027
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Legal Aid of Western Missouri
Central Office

1125 Grand Boulevard, Suite 1900
Kansas City, MO 64106
816-474-6750

www.lawmo.org

+ichelle Albano

P)S\\\B Central OfFice

.4%;.‘.. .

West Office

920 mczpsémybvo:_mﬁa
Kansas City, 64108
816-474-9868 .+

St. Joseph ="

106 South 7th Street! 4th Floor
St. Joseph, MO 64502
816-364-2325/4800-892-2101

Joplin

302 South Joplin

Joplin, MO 64801
417-782-1650/800-492-7095

Warrensbhurg

305 North Holden
Warrensburg, MO 64093
660-747-7101,/800-892-2943




